THE MARINE AND FISHERIES CONSERVATION SECTION

UARTERLY CATCH
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Welcome to the very first edition of the Marine and Fisheries Conservation
Section QUARTERLY CATCH for JANUARY TO MARCH 2025!

The Marine and Fisheries Conservation Section (MFCS) team, in line with the
vision of the Marine Management Plan 2023-27, aim to conserve, protect and
restore the rich biodiversity and unique natural ecosystems of St Helena's
Marine Protected Area (MPA) with use of its natural resources managed in
accordance with its International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
Category 6 sustainable use principles now and for future generations.

IN THIS ISSUE

Some of the highlights from the MFCS active work areas, this quarter,
include:

In January, the use of Baited Remote Underwater Video Systems (BRUVS), for
monitoring marine species and their habitats. The team also received valuable
training on oceanographic equipment, which will help track important
environmental data of our ocean.

During February, we bid farewell to Kirsty Jones, our dedicated Marine and
Fisheries Conservation Officer and we wish her the best in her next endeavours.
Additionally, the team underwent training in tuna satellite tagging, which will help
collect more detailed data on tuna movements, growth, and behaviour. As well
as training in planning and completing zooplankton surveys to improve our
understanding of key marine species, which are critical to local fisheries.

March was a very exciting month as, Marine Awareness Week 2025 (MAW25),
with a focus on climate change and its impact on St Helena’'s marine species,
was a great success, engaging the local community and raising awareness of
the importance of marine conservation.

Lastly, on-going projects including, the grouper tagging project continues to
monitor the population and movement of this vital species, while lobster tagging
surveys are helping track the abundance and breeding cycles of the brown spiny
lobster and red slipper lobster. St Helena’s commitment to sustainable fishing
practices also remains strong through the fisheries observer programme, which
ensures that all fishing activities comply with international regulations to
safeguard our marine resources for future generations.
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BRUVS (BAITED REMOTE UNDERWATER VIDEO SYSTEMS)

BRUVS/SET-UP

*BRUVS VIDEO!CAPTURES

OCEANOGRAPHIC EQUIPMENT TRAINING

MFCS recently received training from the Centre for Environment, Fisheries, and Aquaculture
Science (Cefas) on new oceanographic equipment. This included a CTD (Conductivity,
Temperature, and Depth), Mini DOT (Dissolved Oxygen and Temperature) loggers, and HOBO
loggers, which monitor ocean conditions of water temperature, salinity, dissolved oxygen, and
chlorophyll-a levels around our MPA.

These tools support long-term monitoring stations that track environmental changes around St
Helena, with in situ temperature data recorded since 2015. The information gathered helps
scientists understand how the marine environment is changing over time, providing valuable data
to guide future climate change resilience strategies.

VN
Ty
Y EES

1

[ AT —e—
—_— e

> qrsl\iarinc= }J’ = %E



TUNA SATELLITE TAGGING TRAINING

Satellite tags provide a major improvement over conventional tags, offering detailed insights into
tuna movements and behaviour. While conventional tags only provide basic data, such as
tagging and retrieval locations and growth information, satellite tags offer much more precise
tracking, including:

« Estimated coordinates: Where the fish has travelled

« Depth information: How deep the fish is swimming

« Speed patterns: How fast the fish is moving >

« Behavioural insights: Activity levels, by combining other data with the above information, we
can determine how and why the fish is using the water column

It is essential that the MFCS team have the skills and knowledge to deploy these valuable tags.
For future fisheries research, having the in-house capability to deploy this equipment efficiently
and effectively is crucial. To support this, Cefas provided specialised training, ensuring the
MFCS team is fully equipped to use this technology for successful tagging and data collection.

TAG IMPLANT 5 SUMURING THEANCISION

ZOOPLANKTON (FISH EGGS & LARVAE) SURVEYS

s

FISHIFARVAE FISHIEGGS

Page 3



MARINE AWARENESS WEEK 2025

Marine Awareness Week (#MAW25), a longstanding initiative first
launched in 2003, took place at the Museum of St Helena from
March 17th to 21st, 2025. This year’'s theme focused on climate
change, with particular emphasis on its impact on St Helena's
MPA.

Over 500 students from primary and secondary schools participated in the event, with boat trips
being reintroduced this year - an exciting opportunity for many students who had never been on a
boat or experienced the marine environment from that perspective.

The event, funded by the UK Government’s Blue Belt Programme, featured a presentation by Dr
Susana Lincoln of Cefas, who shared findings from a four-year study on the impacts of climate
change on key marine species in St Helena. These findings were summarised in the report titled
“Climate Projections and Future Thermal Suitability Assessment for Priority Marine Species in St
Helena” .

Furthermore, in support of the Career Access St Helena (CASH) Careers Fair Day, held during
the same week as MAW25, the MFCS team provided visitors with an opportunity to learn more
about career pathways in marine conservation, aiming to inform people about various ways to
engage in the field.

Additionally, we would like to congratulate all the winners and
participants of the competitions held during MAW25. These
included the Shop Window Decorating Competition, where
displays highlighted the critical issue of climate change and its
impact on the Earth. The winners were Solomons, DIY in first
place, followed by Solomons, The Star in second place, and
Solomons, Greenlands in third.

With 101 total entries in the MAW25 Poster Competition, we are thrilled to announce that we had
12 winners! Each of the entries showcased incredible creativity and highlighted what the children
had learned from MAW?25 about climate change and the actions they can take to lessen their
carbon footprint.

From St Paul's Primary, the winners were Halle Herne, Sharna Henry, and Tiago Benjamin.

From Pilling Primary, the winners were the Reception Class, Rutendo Nayoto, and Hari Stead.
From Harford Primary, the winners were Olivia Williams, O’Maine Murawu, Maribel Francis, Ella-
Rose Isaac, Isabella Donovan, and Hollie Benjamin

f it . & Sk [ o . d o
;e .'l L |‘ :. g [ - ! =
f 3 i | - B
; ] | . - A ] ; I_':‘: = 1 1 g—rf:.r a4 iy :
g i -.' . !{ ) g b < = v T:
! 74 R

| ST PAULS PRI ARY WINNERS ANb ‘PARTICIPANTS e PIELING PRIMARY WINNERS

Finally, we would like to extend a huge thank you to everyone who made this week a success -
to the MFCS team for all their hard work, the museum staff for allowing their venue to host
MAW?25 and Enchanted Isle Ltd. for providing the incredible marine tour boat trips, as well as all
of the attendees. L



GROUPER TAGGING

ﬂ{EPPING FOR RELEASE

LOBSTER MONITORING

Long-term lobster monitoring surveys, initiated in 2018 and supported by a

previous Darwin project, are being expanded. These surveys focus on two
. . commercially important species: the brown spiny lobster Panulirus
m . echinatus , locally known as "crayfish", and the endemic red slipper lobster
UGN Scyllarides obtusus, locally known as "stump”.

The surveys, which take place during the breeding seasons in November, January, and March,
aim to gather data on lobster abundance, breeding cycles, movement, and growth.

This data is collected using conventional tags which are small, visible
markers attached to the lobsters. The surveys are carried out through
a combination of diving and placing lobster pots, circular, baited traps

| / used to catch lobsters, in relation to lobster densities, habitat type
RECORDING OF LOBSTER/SURVEYIDATA and depth_

FISHERIES OBSERVER PROGRAMME

“OUR ONE-BY-ONE

/QA, 3

SUSTAINABLEEISHING
METHODS £
Page 5

MARINE CENTRE | THE WHARF | JAMESTOWN | ST HELENA ISLAND | STHL 1Z2Z
TEL NO. (+290) 25966

FB @St Helena MPA X @St Helena MPA



