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+ (290) 22470 Ext. 259
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24.01.2025

Hon. Dr Corinda Essex
Chairperson of Select Committee 2
The Castle Jamestown

St Helena

Dear Dr. Essex

Re: Response to Select Committee 2: Report on Social Housing

Thank you for your comprehensive report on the provision of social housing.

I welcome the Committee’s thorough examination of this critical issue (and recognition
of the challenges) as well as the constructive recommendations put forward to address
the housing needs of our island, and to improve the quality of our homes and services

to tenants.

As you have highlighted, there remains a substantial amount of work to be done in this
area, and the Property Service in particular, has an ambitious program to deliver over
the coming months. However some of these recommendations will require additional
time and resources to implement, including collaboration with other Portfolios beyond
my direct political responsibility or oversight.

Nevertheless, | would like to assure the Committee that the government remains
committed to:

» Increasing the supply of social housing to address the demand;

« Improving and regularising the standards of existing housing stock to ensure
consistency with the agreed minimum requirements; and

« Ensuring social housing is accessible to those in greatest housing need.

Please find enclosed responses to your recommendations with proposed timeframes for
implementation, and those that require further consideration or cross-Portfolio support.

1

St Helena Government, St Helena Island, South Atlantic Ocean, STHL 127

www.sainthelena.qov.sh




Yours faithfully,

Mark Brooks
Minister for Treasury and Economic Development

St Helena Government, St Helena Island, South Atlantic Ocean, STHL 127

www.sainthelena.gov.sh
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