
 

    

  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
The Whalebone Theatre by Joanna Quinn 
Cristabel Seagrave has always wanted her life to be a story, but 
there are no girls in the books in her dusty family library. For an 
unwanted orphan who grows into an unmarriageable young 
woman, there is no place at all for her in a traditional English 
manor. But from the day that a whale washes up on the beach at 
the Chilcombe estate in Dorset, and twelve-year-old Cristabel 
plants her flag and claims it as her own, she is determined to do 
things differently. 
With her step-parents blithely distracted by their endless party 
guests, Cristabel and her siblings, Flossie and Digby, scratch 
together an education from the plays they read in their freezing 
attic, drunken conversations eavesdropped through oak-panelled 
doors, and the esoteric lessons of Maudie their maid. 
But as the children grow to adulthood and war approaches, jolting 
their lives on to very different tracks, it becomes clear that the 
roles they are expected to play are no longer those they want. As 
they find themselves drawn into the conflict, they must each find a 
way to write their own story. 

 

Santa Baby by Katie Price 
Angel Summer is Katie's most popular character. We first met her 
when she was Britain's No 1 glamour model in Katie's first novel, 
Angel, and then in Angel Uncovered. Now in Katie's seventh novel, 
Santa Baby, Angel's glamour days are behind her, she's happily 
married to Cal and hoping to have another baby. But, as ever, 
drama is just around the corner, when Angel meets her half-sister 
Tiffany for the first time. 
As soon as they meet, Angel and Tiffany feel as if they've known 
each other for years, and before she knows it, Tiffany is working 
as a stylist on Angel's TV programme, and going out with Raul, a 
Brazilian racing driver who has all the girls after him. 
If only Angel's sexy bodyguard Sean could be as welcoming. 
Obviously he has things on his mind, like the kidnap threat 
hanging over Angel and her daughter Honey. As everyone gathers 
at Angel and Cal's mansion for Christmas, Sean's defences finally 
drop. But as he relaxes, Tiffany finds herself in terrible danger. 

 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Whalebone-Theatre-Quinn-Joanna/dp/0241994144/ref=sr_1_2?crid=1U03LPUO0JDVG&keywords=the+whalebone+theatre+by+joanna+quinn&qid=1701958688&s=books&sprefix=the+whalebone+,stripbooks-intl-ship,557&sr=1-2
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Christmas at Emmerdale by Pamela Bell 
August 1914, and a terrible war begins, one that will affect the lives 
of everyone in the village of Beckindale. For Maggie Sugden, left to 
run Emmerdale Farm on her own while her husband, Joe, is at the 
front, it will bring grief and loss but also independence and the 
chance to find a place to belong - and perhaps even to love again. 
Christmas At Emmerdale is the first in a sweeping new saga series, 
exploring the lives of Emmerdale's much-loved families during the 
run up to the Great War. 

 

Christmas is for Children by Rosie Clarke 
Times are hard in London... dare they hope for a miracle this 
Christmas?   
December 1930.  
Christmas should be for the children – but with the Depression 
biting deeper, it looks like many in the East End will wake up to 
nothing on Christmas morning.  
Widower Robbie Graham is out of luck and work. Some weeks, he 
earns just enough to put food on the table for his children, Ben and 
Ruthie. A treat for their Christmas stockings is a distant dream for 
his little family.  
Local cake shop owner Flo Hawkins can't bear the thought of any 
child having nothing for Christmas. Along with her beloved sister 
Honor, she hatches a plan to bring some festive cheer to the 
community.  
But maybe this year, it will be Flo who receives the greatest gift of 
all. 

 

Christmas at Rachel’s Pudding Pantry by Caroline Roberts 
The first snow is falling over Primrose Farm, the mince pies are 
warming, and Rachel can’t wait to share a kiss under the mistletoe 
with her gorgeous new flame, Tom. 
If only it was all comfort and joy.  The arrival of Tom’s ex brings an 
unwelcome chill to the farm.  And despite Master Baker Mum Jill’s 
valiant efforts, the new pudding pantry business is feeling the 
pinch. 
With a spoonful of festive spirit, a cupful of goodwill with friends, 
and her messy, wonderful family by her side, can Rachel make 
this a Christmas to remember? 

 

Christmas for Beginners by Carole Matthews 
Christmas is fast approaching at the new Hope Farm. Owner Molly 
Baker has been convinced to organise an open day to raise some 
much-needed funds ahead of the New Year, but the nativity 
tableau is proving challenging. With anti-social sheep, awkward 
alpacas and a seriously sequined Santa Claus to assemble, Molly 
is feeling overwhelmed, and in desperate need of some Christmas 
spirit. 
Despite the chaos of the farm getting in the way of her event 
planning, Molly is looking forward to spending the holidays with 
boyfriend Shelby and his son, Lucas, hopeful that a happy family 
Christmas is exactly what they need to draw them all together. But 
while she is busy making plans on the farm, Shelby, it seems, has 

https://www.amazon.com/Christmas-at-Emmerdale-Pamela-Bell-ebook/dp/B07JW79XX6/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1NVWX5GJTZ9W4&keywords=Christmas+at+Emmerdale&qid=1701959072&s=books&sprefix=christmas+at+emmerdal,stripbooks-intl-ship,472&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Christmas-Children-uplifting-spread-festive-ebook/dp/B07F2PZ6SK/ref=sr_1_1?crid=C00QVDRKG6LC&keywords=Christmas+is+for+children&qid=1701959152&s=books&sprefix=christmas+is+for+children,stripbooks-intl-ship,368&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Christmas-Rachels-Pudding-Pantry-Book/dp/000832767X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=OLLV1E87WTX4&keywords=Christmas+at+Rachel's+pudding+pantry&qid=1701959252&s=books&sprefix=christmas+at+rachel's+pudding+pantry,stripbooks-intl-ship,355&sr=1-1


ideas of his own. 
As the nativity draws near, the team are working hard to pull off a 
spectacular festive fete - and make sure the animals and humans 
remain on their best behavior. 
Will this Christmas be merry and bright... or is there more than one 
surprise in store for Molly and Hope Farm? 

 

A Princess by Christmas by Julia London 
A Secret. A Lie. A Revolution. 
Hollis Honeycutt has written her London gazette since the death of 
her husband – featuring fashion plates, marriage advice, and the 
latest gossip in and around Mayfair. But now she feels her gazette 
should have more meaning, cover topics of more consequence 
than the latest curl cream. 
The opportunity presents itself when Hollis overhears rumours of a 
potential coup in the Kingdom of Wesloria, a coup linked to the 
highest level of government in London. During her investigation 
Hollis spies a man with no business lurking around peace talks, 
and determines to expose him for the traitor he most certainly 
must be. 
When Weslorian Marek Brendan was fifteen he was shocked to 
discover his heritage was not what he believed – he was whisked 
away from the Weslorian palace when he was born because there 
was fear that corrupt forces would try and kidnap him. Now he is 
determined to stop these corrupt forces staging a coup in his home 
country. Except for the beautiful woman whose questions are 
putting his own investigation at risk. Yet soon Marek realises that 
pretty Hollis can help him. But when he confides his suspicions, 
Hollis’s loyalties are tested and she must choose between her 
loyalties to her family, or her heart. 
 

 

The Christmas Escape by Sarah Morgan 
It was supposed to be Christy Sullivan’s perfect Christmas escape  
a dream trip to Lapland with her family and best friend, Alix. But 
facing a make-or-break marriage crisis, Christy desperately needs 
time alone with her husband, Seb. Her solution? Alix, along with 
Seb’s oldest friend, Zac, can take Christy’s daughter on the 
planned Lapland trip, and they will all reunite there for Christmas 
Day. After all, what are friends for? 
There’s nothing Alix won’t do for Christy, but Christy’s plan to save 
Christmas is testing their friendship. Especially as Alix and Zac 
have a difficult history of their own. 
As long-held secrets unravel, and unexpected romance shines 
under the Northern Lights, can Christy and Alix find the courage to 
fight for the relationships they really want? And could this 
Christmas escape save the precious gift of each other’s 
friendship? 



 

Honeymoon by James Patterson 
When FBI agent John O'Hara first sees Nora Sinclair, she seems 
perfect. She has the looks. The career. The clothes. The wit. The 
sophistication. The tantalizing sex appeal. The whole extraordinary 
package-and men fall in line to court her. She doesn't just attract 
men, she enthralls them. 
So why is the FBI so interested in Nora Sinclair? Mysterious things 
keep happening to people around her, especially the men. And 
there is something dangerous about Nora when Agent O'Hara 
looks closer-something that lures him at the same time that it fills 
him with fear. Is there something dark hidden among the 
unexplained gaps in her past? And as he spends more and more 
time getting to know her, is he pursuing justice? Or his own fatal 
obsession?  
Honeymoon is a sizzling, twisting tale of a woman with a deadly 
appetite and the men who dare to fall for her. 

 

The Hardest Part of Love by Catherine Ryan Hyde 
There's a split second between having it all, and losing everything. 
Hayden briefly has it a wife and daughter he adores and a baby on 
the way. But when his son dies at birth, a deep anger emerges, 
robbing Hayden of everything. Years on, Hayden is living in self-
imposed exile. He's just lost his beloved dog and is now losing 
Laurel, the only woman he's loved since. But just as Hayden's rage 
rises again, a young figure from the past emerges, forcing him to re-
visit his long-buried childhood. 

 

Falling by T J Newman 
You just boarded a flight to New York. 
There are one hundred and forty-three other passengers onboard. 
What you don’t know is that thirty minutes before the flight your 
pilot’s family was kidnapped. 
For his family to live, everyone on your plane must die. 
The only way the family will survive is if the pilot follows his orders 
and crashes the plane. Enjoy the flight. 

 

Silent Scream by Lynda La Plante 
Film star Amanda Delany has the world at her feet. Never one for 
the quiet life, she has had a string of affairs with the hottest actors 
around. Then, coming home late from a night shoot, Amanda puts 
the key in her front door for the very last time. The next morning, 
Amanda’s body is found, stabbed many times, only her beautiful 
face left unharmed. 
DI Anna Travis is ordered to the team assigned to the Delany 
murder, headed by Anna’s former lover, the demanding DCI 
James Langton. Anna is shocked by the truth behind Amanda’s 
public image: her addictions to drugs and starvation diets; her 
cold, unemotional parents; her elusive film agent; and the former 
lovers so quick to distance themselves. But Anna has challenges 
of her own to overcome too. Promotion to Chief Inspector is within 
her grasp, but when the time comes for her to stand before the 
board, she faces a shocking accusation of personal misconduct. 
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https://www.amazon.com/Falling-Novel-T-J-Newman/dp/1982177896/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1X2QOX30OFUZJ&keywords=falling+by+T+J+Newman&qid=1702052420&s=books&sprefix=falling+by+t+j+newman,stripbooks-intl-ship,596&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Silent-Scream-Lynda-Plante-2010-06-10/dp/B01MSLPUI7/ref=sr_1_3?crid=KABUV87P8LYU&keywords=silent+scream+by+Lynda+La+Plante&qid=1702119152&s=books&sprefix=silent+scream+by+lynda+la+plante,stripbooks-intl-ship,285&sr=1-3


 

Entombed by Linda Fairstein 
Workers demolishing a nineteenth-century brownstone where 
Edgar Allan Poe once lived discover a human skeleton entombed  
standing behind a brick wall. When sex crimes prosecutor 
Alexandra Cooper hears about the case, it strikes her as a classic 
Poe scene except that forensic evidence shows that this young 
woman died within the last twenty-five years. Meanwhile, Alex's old 
nemesis the Silk Stocking Rapist is once again terrorising 
Manhattan's Upper East Side. The attacks soon escalate to murder, 
and the search leads Alex and detectives Mercer Wallace and Mike 
Chapman to the city's stunning Bronx Botanical Gardens. There, an 
enigmatic librarian presides over the Raven Society, a group 
devoted to the work of Poe. In exploring the fabled writer's 
tormented life for clues, Alex will cross paths with a cunning killer 
and face some of the greatest challenges of her career. Entombed 
is masterful, exhilarating crime fiction from one of crime writing's 
most dazzling stars. 

 

Master and Commander by Patrick O’Brian 
It is the dawn of the nineteenth century; Britain is at war with 
Napoleon's France. Jack Aubrey, a young lieutenant in Nelson's 
navy, is promoted to command of H.M.S. Sophie, an old, slow brig 
unlikely to make his fortune. But Captain Aubrey is a brave and 
gifted seaman, his thirst for adventure and victory immense. With 
the aid of his friend Stephen Maturin, ship's surgeon and secret 
intelligence agent, Aubrey and his crew engage in one thrilling battle 
after another, their journey culminating in a stunning clash with a 
mighty Spanish frigate against whose guns and manpower the 
tiny ?Sophie? is hopelessly outmatched. 

 
 
 
 
 

12 Days of Christmas by Si King and Dave Myers 
Make this year's Christmas dinner your greatest and most relaxed 
ever with Hairy Bikers Si King and Dave Myers. 
With their irrepressible enthusiasm for great food and all things 
festive, Si and Dave have put together the definitive Christmas 
cookbook. Combining fool-proof versions of the nation's favourite 
Christmas dishes with new and inventive festive recipes they love 
to cook for their friends and families, the Hairy Bikers will ensure 
you serve up cracking meals with ease throughout the holiday 
season. 
As well as covering what to cook on the big day itself, the Hairy 
Bikers also give you tasty dishes for Christmas Eve, delicious 
cocktails to tame your in-laws, ingenious recipes for all those 
leftovers and fancy snacks to nibble on in front of the telly. They 
even show you how to make your own Christmas crackers - and 
help keep the kids distracted. This is the perfect companion to 
your festive celebrations. 
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Land of the Midnight Sun by Alexander Armstrong 
In an adventure of a lifetime, Alexander Armstrong heads north in 
to an ever more hostile Arctic winter to explore the farthest 
reaches of the globe. In an epic journey, he navigates some of the 
Earth’s toughest terrain, first travelling through the glittering 
landscape of Scandinavia, then on to the isolated islands of 
Iceland and Greenland, as far as the infamously treacherous 
Northwest Passage. His final frontier is Canada and Alaska, where 
his journey ends on the international dateline between the USA 
and Russia.  
It’s a voyage that takes Alexander half way around the planet, 
experiencing many of its natural wonders and living alongside 
some of its more extraordinary people. Getting stuck in wherever 
he goes, he learns from the Marines how to survive wildly 
unpredictable weather and temperatures as low as minus 40°C, 
drives along a hair-raising 800-mile road that's a river in summer 
and takes a plunge in freezing Arctic waters. And that’s all before 
wrestling Viking-style with a sporting legend called Eva as part of a 
traditional Icelandic winter festival. 
Combining adventure and humour, Land of the Midnight Sun is an 
entertaining travelogue that takes readers on an exhilarating 
journey to this rarely seen corner of the world. It is an exploration 
of man's relationship with the harshest climates, set against the 
stunning backdrop of the Arctic landscape. 

 

Bear Stays Up For Christmas by Karma Wilson and Jane 
Chapman 
Bear's friends are determined that he's awake for Christmas and 
they get him up from his hibernation on Christmas Eve. Bear is 
excited to experience the holiday with his friends and tries very hard 
to stay awake, helping to find the right Christmas tree, making mint 
tea and singing carols. Finally, though, it's his friends who have 
fallen asleep and Bear Stays Up! He makes food and presents for 
his friends, not noticing that Father Christmas has also come to visit. 
Christmas morning dawns bright and happy for all! 

 

Ollie’s Christmas Reindeer by Nicola Killen 
A beautiful tale of a magical, snowy adventure on Christmas Eve. 
When a jingling sound wakes her from her sleep, a little girl’s 
dreams come true when she meets a lost reindeer in the forest. 
Setting off on a magical adventure together it soon becomes 
a Christmas never to forget. 

 

The Twelve Dogs of Christmas by Alison Ritchie 
The big day has almost arrived and one little puppy is very excited 
about his first ever Christmas. But with three drooling Dalmatians, 
six sausage-snaffling Scotties and every dog in town helping out, 
the festive season is a shambles! Will everything be ready in time 
for Christmas Day?  Children will love picking their favourite dogs 
and spotting the puppy in busy scenes. This hilarious picture book 
is a great way to introduce children to Christmas traditions. 
 



 

Norman The Slug Who Saved Christmas by Sue Hendra and 
Paul Linnet 
When a sack of presents lands - THWACK - right by Norman's 
stocking he is overcome with excitement. He really must have 
been a very good slug this year. But after a frenzy of unwrapping 
he spots a label and realises that none of the presents were meant 
for him, but had in fact fallen off Father Christmas's sleigh. Norman 
knows he has to get the presents to the family they're meant for 
but how can he manage it on time? Can one little slug save 
Christmas? 

 

Rudolph The Red-Nosed Reindeer by Robert L May 
Every year at Christmastime, everyone young and old alike has 
one catchy, joy-inspiring song stuck in their heads: “Rudolph the 
Red-Nosed Reindeer!” Now fans of the most famous reindeer of 
all-time will fall in love with the original story, written by Robert L. 
May in 1939. 
Rudolph, a youthful reindeer buck who possesses an unusual 
luminous red nose, is teased and excluded by his peers because 
of this trait. One particularly stormy Christmas Eve, Rudolph 
manages to prove himself after Santa Claus catches sight of his 
nose and asks him to lead his sleigh for the evening. Rudolph 
agrees, saving Christmas, and is finally treated the way he 
deserves by his fellow reindeer! 
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