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Hi, welcome to the latest edition of the St Helena
Ambassador! In this issue, you'll discover all the
activities that took place in St Helena during the
King's Coronation, and find out more about Let's
Training, the company that provided vital training to
St Helena based staff throughout the month of May. 
Last but not least, you'll also find out about the
progress of research into pathogens affecting our
endemic species, following the closure of St Helena's
Peaks National Park. 

 
If you’d like to contribute a story to the St Helena
Ambassador or have any suggestions on what you’d
like to see included, please feel free to contact me on
tel: 22470 or via email:
ella.labiod@sainthelena.gov.sh. 

Editorial
Ella LABIOD (SHG Press Officer) 

KING CORONATION

CRANE TRAINING

INVASIVE SPECIES

I N  T H I S  I S S U E
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This month, St Helena geared up for a once-in-a-lifetime

celebration for the Coronation of His Majesty King Charles

III and The Queen Consort.

Things kicked off on Saturday 6 May at the Community Care

Centre, where residents and Acting Governor Greg Gibson

enjoyed High Tea. 

King’s Coronation Celebrations on St Helena 

A Royal Bake Off cake contest, to award the most royally

delicious pastry. Special thanks to our hardworking three

judges who had to taste all of the creations and decide

between our talented cooks/pastry chefs.  

Royal-themed marquee to watch the festivities whilst

enjoying hot tea and delightful pastries. 

The main Island celebrations then took place on Sunday 7 May.

The day began with a parade of uniformed contingents and a

commemoration service at midday on the Supreme Court

terrace. 

From 1.30 there were events and activities for people of all

ages so everyone could really make the most of the extra-long

bank holiday weekend and celebrate this exceptional moment in

history with their families and friends.

The programme of events included: 

Community Care Centre residents Greg GIBSON
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O n  t h e  b i g  s t a g e ,  l i t t l e  q u e e n s  a n d  l i t t l e  k i n g s
( a g e d  b e t w e e n  7  -  1 1  y e a r s  o l d )  l o o k e d  f a n t a s t i c
p a r a d i n g  w i t h  t h e i r  m o s t  b e a u t i f u l  c o s t u m e s  a n d
s m i l e s .

O v e r  4 0  i n t r e p i d  p a r t i c i p a n t s  c o m p e t e d  t o  s e t  t h e
f a s t e s t  t i m e  u p  J a c o b ’ s  L a d d e r ,  t r y i n g  t h e i r  h a r d e s t
t o  b e a t  t h e  a l l - t i m e  r e c o r d !  C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  a g a i n
t o  a l l  p a r t i c i p a n t s  w h o  w e n t  t o  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e i r
s t r e n g t h  a n d  e n d u r a n c e .

F o r  e v e r y o n e  e l s e ,  t h e r e  w e r e  s t a l l s ,  g a m e s ,  f o o d ,  d r i n k ,  n o v e l t y  s p o r t s  a c t i v i t i e s ,  b i n g o ,  a n d
l i v e  m u s i c  a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t s  o f  J a m e s t o w n .

F i n a l l y ,  M i s s  S t  H e l e n a  c u t  a  s p e c i a l l y  d e s i g n e d  c e l e b r a t o r y  c a k e  a n d  s h a r e d  i t  w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c ,
b e f o r e  t h e  c e l e b r a t i o n s  c o n t i n u e d  l o n g  i n t o  t h e  n i g h t .

Crane and Stacker training 
F o l l o w i n g  a n  i n t e r n a l  a u d i t  r e p o r t ,  S H G  i d e n t i f i e d  a  n e e d  t o
i m p r o v e  t r a i n i n g  f o r  s t a f f  t h a t  u s e  a  c r a n e  o r  r e a c h  s t a c k e r
a s  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  r o l e .  S o l o m o n s  i n  a n o t h e r  h a n d  w a s  s e e k i n g
t o  u p s k i l l  a n d  r e - c e r t i f y  o p e r a t o r s  t h e r e f o r e  i t  w a s  a n
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s h a r e  c o s t s  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  t r a i n i n g  

I n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  S o l o m o n s ,  C u s t o m s  a n d  P o r t  C o n t r o l
s t a f f  h a v e  b e e n  u n d e r t a k i n g  t r a i n i n g  t o  c e r t i f y  o p e r a t o r s  t o
u s e  b o t h  c r a n e s  a n d  s t a c k e r s .  T h i s  h a s  b e e n  d e l i v e r e d
l o c a l l y  b y  “ L e t ’ s  T r a i n i n g ”  ( L o g i s t i c  E m p l o y m e n t  T r a i n i n g
S e r v i c e s  L t d ) ,  a  U K - b a s e d  c o m p a n y .
“ L e t ’ s  T r a i n i n g ”  o f f e r  p r a c t i c a l  t r a i n i n g  i n  l i f t i n g  o p e r a t i o n s
f o r  f o r k l i f t  t r u c k s ,  t e l e s c o p i c  h a n d l e r s ,  a c c e s s  e q u i p m e n t ,
s l i n g i n g ,  c r a n e s  a n d  l i f t  p l a n n i n g ,  a s  w e l l  a s  o t h e r  p l a n t
e q u i p m e n t  u s e d  i n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  i n d u s t r i a l  a n d  p o r t
s e c t o r s .

A l l  o f  t h e i r  c o u r s e s  a r e  d e l i v e r e d  b y  q u a l i f i e d  i n s t r u c t o r s
a n d  m e e t  t h e  H e a l t h  a n d  S a f e t y  C o m m i s s i o n ’ s  a p p r o v e d
c o d e  o f  p r a c t i c e  f o r  b o t h  i n s t r u c t o r s  a n d  o p e r a t o r s .
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M r  W i l l i e  M c l e a n ,  a  f u l l y  q u a l i f i e d  i n s t r u c t o r / t r a i n e r ,  d e l i v e r e d  b o t h  n o v i c e  a n d  r e f r e s h e r
t r a i n i n g  o n  t h e  u s e  o f  c r a n e s ,  s t a c k e r s ,  a n d  f o r k l i f t s .  H e  a l s o  d e l i v e r e d  a  c o u r s e  o n  s l i n g i n g
t r a i n i n g  t o  S o l o m o n s  S t e v e d o r e  t e a m .

W i l l i e  c a r r i e d  o u t  a n  o n - s i t e  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  c r a n e  o p e r a t i o n s  d u r i n g  c a r g o  d i s c h a r g e ,  a s  w e l l
a s  P o r t  C o n t r o l ’ s  c u r r e n t  p r o c e s s e s  a n d  p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  b o a t  a n d  c o n t a i n e r  l i f t i n g ,  t o
d e t e r m i n e  w h a t  t r a i n i n g  m i g h t  b e  r e q u i r e d .
T h e  t r a i n i n g  w a s  t h e n  d e l i v e r e d  o v e r  a  t h r e e - w e e k  p e r i o d ,  a n d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 0  p e r s o n s
a c r o s s  S H G  a n d  S o l o m o n s  a t t e n d e d  t h e  c o u r s e s .

F i r s t ,  n o v i c e  s t a f f  a t t e n d e d  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  t r a i n i n g  a t  t h e  M a l a b a r ,  f o l l o w i n g  w h i c h
t h e y  s t a r t e d  o n  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  s i d e  o f  c r a n e  o p e r a t i o n s  a t  t h e  l o w e r  w h a r f .  

T h e  n e x t  s t e p s  w e r e  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  a l l  s t a f f  w h o  p a s s e d  t h e  t r a i n i n g  r e c e i v e d  o n g o i n g  t u i t i o n
o n  b o t h  t h e  c r a n e  a n d  s t a c k e r  a n d  a  p o s i t i v e  s t e p  t o w a r d s  c o m p l i a n c e  a n d  u p l i f t  i n  t e c h n i c a l
c o m p e t e n c e  a n d  s k i l l  d e v e l o p m e n t .  

“ L e t ’ s  T r a i n i n g ”  w i l l  a l s o  b e  c a r r y i n g  o u t  s i m i l a r  c o u r s e s  i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e  o n  A s c e n s i o n
I s l a n d .  

T h a n k s  a r e  e x t e n d e d  t o  S o l o m o n s  f o r  p u t t i n g  t h e  t r a i n i n g  s c h e d u l e  t o g e t h e r  a n d  t o  L E T S  f o r
t h e  d e l i v e r y  o f  t h e  t r a i n i n g .  A s  a  j o i n t  v e n t u r e ,  i t  w a s  a  p l e a s u r e  t o  s e e  b o t h  p a r t i e s  w o r k i n g
t o g e t h e r  t o  h e l p  u p s k i l l  o u r  w o r k f o r c e s  a n d  c r e a t e  a  s a f e r  o p e r a t i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t .  T h i s  w i l l
e n s u r e  t h a t  a l l  l i f t i n g  p r a c t i c e s  a r e  c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  a  s a f e  a n d  p r o p e r  m a n n e r ,  i m p r o v i n g  p u b l i c
s a f e t y .

Invasive Species
I n  2 0 2 2  s o m e  o f  t h e  I s l a n d ’ s  e n d e m i c  c a b b a g e  t r e e s ,  s u c h  a s
b l a c k  c a b b a g e ,  w h i t e  w o o d ,  a n d  d o g w o o d ,  s h o w e d  s i g n s  o f
w i l t e d  ( d r o o p y )  l e a v e s  a n d  d i e b a c k  o f  t h e  t r e e  c a n o p y .  

S i n c e  t h i s  o b s e r v a t i o n ,  t h e  S a i n t  H e l e n a  R e s e a r c h  I n s t i t u t e
( S H R I )  h a v e  b e e n  m o n i t o r i n g  1 2  s e l e c t e d  b l a c k  c a b b a g e  t r e e s
t o  f i n d  a n  e x p l a n a t i o n  a n d  a  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h i s  p h e n o m e n o n ,  a n d
t h u s  p r e s e r v e  t h e  e n d e m i c  c a b b a g e s  o f  S a i n t  H e l e n a .  

T h e  C e n t r e  f o r  A g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  B i o s c i e n c e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l
( C A B I )  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  i n v a s i v e  p a t h o g e n s  a r e  r e s p o n s i b l e ,
s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  i n f e c t s  a  h o s t  a n d  c a u s e s  d i s e a s e ,  a n d
P h y t o p h t h o r a  s p e c i f i c a l l y .   

P h y t o p h t h o r a  s p e c i e s  a r e  s o i l - i n h a b i t i n g  p a t h o g e n s  t h a t
f a v o u r  w e t  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  i n f e c t  t r e e s ,  w o o d y  p l a n t s  a n d  e v e n
v e g e t a b l e s .  A l t h o u g h  p r e v i o u s l y  c o n s i d e r e d  f u n g i ,
P h y t o p h t h o r a  s p e c i e s  a r e  n o w  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  i n  a  s e p a r a t e
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  c a l l e d  o o m y c e t e s .  
S p e c i e s  o f  P h y t o p h t h o r a  p r o d u c e  r e s t i n g  s p o r e s  t h a t  s u r v i v e
f o r  y e a r s  i n  m o i s t  s o i l  i n  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  a  s u i t a b l e  h o s t .  

I d e n t i f y i n g  P h y t o p h t h o r a  i n  p l a n t s  i s  h i g h l y  c h a l l e n g i n g ,  a n d
t h e  t e a m  a r e  n o w  e x p a n d i n g  t h e i r  m e t h o d s  o f  t e s t i n g  f o r  t h e
p l a n t  p a t h o g e n .  

Sampling

Tools for safe testing
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O n e  m e t h o d ,  n a m e d  b a i t i n g ,  i s  w h e n  y o u  g e t  a  s a m p l e ,  s a y  f o r
i n s t a n c e  a  B l a c k  c a b b a g e  l e a f ,  a n d  p u t  i t  i n t o  w a t e r  w i t h
s u s p e c t e d  c o n t a m i n a t e d  s o i l .  Y o u  t h e n  l e a v e  i t  f o r  a  s e t
p e r i o d  o f  t i m e  a n d  r e c o r d  i f  a n y  s i g n s  o f  i n f e c t i o n  d e v e l o p .  

A n o t h e r  i s  t h e  i n o c u l a t i o n  o f  h e a l t h y  t r e e s  u n d e r  a  c o n t r o l l e d
e n v i r o n m e n t .  T h i s  i s  w h e r e  y o u  i s o l a t e  w h a t  i s  b e l i e v e d  t o  b e
t h e  p l a n t  p a t h o g e n ,  g r o w  i t  i n  a  l a b  a n d  i n f e c t  a  h e a l t h y  t r e e
s o  y o u  c a n  c o m p a r e  s y m p t o m s  f r o m  i n  t h e  f i e l d  v s  u n d e r  a
c o n t r o l l e d  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  b e f o r e  s e n d i n g  t h e  s p e c i m e n  a w a y  t o
c o n f i r m  i n f e c t i o n  o f  t h e  s p e c i e s .

I f  c o m p l e t e d  s u c c e s s f u l l y ,  b o t h  w a y s  w i l l  o f f e r  i n s i g h t  i n t o
w h a t  m i g h t  b e  a n  e f f e c t i v e  c o n t r o l  m e a s u r e  t o  i m p l e m e n t .
T h i s  c o u l d  b e  a  c h e m i c a l  a g e n t  o r  e v e n  a  b i o l o g i c a l  a g e n t ,
s u c h  a s  i n t r o d u c i n g  a  t y p e  o f  f u n g u s  t h a t  k i l l s  t h e
P h y t o p h t h o r a .

P r e s e n t l y ,  m a n y  a r e a s  t h a t  c o u l d  p o s s i b l y  h a v e  t h e  p a t h o g e n
a r e  c l o s e d  t o  t h e  p u b l i c ,  a n d  t h e r e  a r e  s t r i c t  b i o - s e c u r i t y
r e g u l a t i o n s  i n  p l a c e  i n  p l a c e s  w h e r e  a u t h o r i s e d  p e r s o n n e l  a r e
p e r m i t t e d  t o  e n t e r ,  s u c h  a s  f o o t  b a t h s  w i t h  ‘ c l e a n  k i l l ’ .  

C A B I  a n d  S H R I  a r e  n o w  m o n i t o r i n g  i l l  t r e e s  a n d  t h e  t r e e s
a r o u n d  t h e m  i n  t h e  c l o u d  f o r e s t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  n u r s e r i e s  f r o m
w h i c h  t h e  p l a n t s  w e r e  r e c r u i t e d .

C A B I  a n d  S H R I  t h a n k  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  f o r  t h e  h e l p  i n  n o t
s p r e a d i n g  t h e  i n v a s i v e  s p e c i e s ,  a n d  h o p e  t o  h a v e  m o r e  n e w s
t o  s h a r e  i n  t h e  n o t  t o o  d i s t a n t  f u t u r e .
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White wood soil sampling

White wood negative test

CABI team with ENRP and SHRI teams


