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Planning OfficerΩs Report ς LDCA MARCH 2020 

APPLICATION 2020/05 ς Proposed Change of Use from Residential Care 

Home to Ten Units of One Bedroom Social Housing Flats 

PERMISSION SOUGHT Permission in Full 

REGISTERED   16th January 2020 

APPLICANT Property Division, St Helena Government   

PARCEL   LWN0344  

SIZE    0.45 acres (1891m²) 

LAND OWNER Crown Estates  

LOCALITY Barn View, Longwood  

ZONE Intermediate  

CONSERVATION AREA Longwood House (Partially) 

CURRENT USE Former Care Home  

PUBLICITY   The application was advertised as follows: 

Á Independent Newspaper on 17th January 2020 

Á A site notice displayed in accordance with Regulations.  

EXPIRY    31st January 2020 

REPRESENTATIONS   Four Received   

DECISION ROUTE  Delegated /  LDCA / EXCO 

 

A. CONSULTATION FEEDBACK 

1. Sewage & Water Division No Objection  

2. Energy Division No Objection - Note: Changing the use of the 

building to 10 single flats (10 new consumers) 

would mean that the existing supply cable 

would need to be upgraded to cope with the 

changes in demand. The developer will bear 

the cost for upgrading the existing cable and 

its associated works. Application for 
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electricity is required for each flat 

3. Fire & Rescue No Response  

4. Roads Section No Objection  

5. Property Division  The Applicant  

6. Environmental Management  No Objection  

7. Public Health No Response 

8. Agriculture & Natural Resources No Response 

9. St Helena Police Services Not Consulted  

10. Aerodrome Safe Guarding No Objection   

11. Enterprise St Helena (ESH) No Objection  

12. National Trust No Response 

13. Sure SA Ltd  No Objection  

14. Heritage Society  No Response 

 

 

B. t[!bbLbD hCCL/9wΩ{ !ttw!L{![ 

The site for this proposal is situated at the lower side of the road, north of Longwood 

House. A small portion of the complex is within the Longwood House Conservation 

area, as such will be taken into consideration when assessing this application. 

Diagram 1: Location Plan 
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THE PROPOSAL  

Barn View is currently un-occupied with its previous use being a residential care home 

(Use Class C2). The applicant now wishes to change the use of the building into social 

housing development (Use Class C1), which will comprise ten units of one bedroom 

accommodation.  

 

Diagram 1: Existing Layout 

 
 

Diagram 2: Existing Elevations 
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Diagram 3: Proposed Floor Layout  

 
 

In order to undertake these changes, alterations will be made to join the existing day 

centre to the main building, which will involve removing a section of roof from both 

buildings and constructing a single truss and purlins to form a new section of roof.  

 

Diagram 4: Proposed Roof Alteration  

 
 

Secondly, a number of internal and external changes are required to form individual 

units. These will be elaborated on in sections to provide a clear understanding of the 

works involved. Electricity and water already exists at the property, as well as a 

sewage connection. Connect St Helena Ltd has advised the existing cable is to be 

upgraded for the additional load for the electricity.  
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In regards to the layout, all the units have been designed and catered for tenants with 

disabilities. Each unit will have a dedicated wetroom, bedroom and open planned 

kitchen lounge area. 

 

Diagram 5: Existing Day Centre  

 
 

Diagram 6: Proposed Flats 1 & 2 

 
 

As can be seen in diagram 5, the day centre is currently one large room with six 

windows, two on each elevation with exception to the east and two French doors. One 

door exiting the south elevation and other facing the main building to the east. Works 
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proposed to form Flats 1 and 2 consists of removing the eastern double door and 

blocking up of the opening. Secondly, installing a double door in place of the existing 

window on the southern elevation of the building, to provide an entrance into flat 

one. Thirdly, construct internal walls to form each room and part the building into two 

self-contained units. Lastly, re-align the two existing windows and install additional 

windows for the wetrooms on the northern elevation.   

 

Diagram 7: Existing Layout   Diagram 8: Proposed Flat 3 & 4 

 
 

Flat three will be constructed between the existing day centre and main building. As 

indicated in diagram 4, this area will now be roofed over to provide the additional 

floor area space required. Access into this flat be will via a single entrance on the 

southern elevation, where it will lead into the kitchen, dining and lounge area. The 

ƭŀȅƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǳƴƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴ ŀ Ψ¢Ω ǎƘŀǇŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǳǘƛƭƛȊŜǎ ŀ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΦ 

This section will consist of the bedroom with works needed to remove the west facing 

window to form an opening, and removal of the north east facing windows where a 

larger single window will be installed. The wet room will be constructed north of the 

kitchen.  

 

Flat four will utilise the footprint of the existing building, where the existing toilet 

block will be partially demolished to form the open planned kitchen, dining and lounge 

area. An opening will be created to allow access for the bedroom and existing room 

converted to make the wetroom.  
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Diagram 8: Existing Layout    Diagram 9: Proposed Flat 5 & 6 

 

   

The existing internal wall, as can be seen in diagram 8, above will be demolished. The 

window on the north east elevation will be re-aligned and French door removed and 

blocked up. A single door will form the entrance into flat five. New internal walls will 

be constructed to separate the bedroom, kitchen dining and lounge area. It is worth 

noting, there will not be any windows proposed in the wetroom, however other 

means of ventilation will be required to satisfy Building Control. Flat six will have 

access from the south west elevation with a single doorway. The French door will be 

removed and blocked up. A larger window will be installed in the kitchen, dining and 

lounge area to allow for sufficient light and ventilation. Again all new walls will be 

constructed to part each room.  
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 Diagram 10: Existing Layout  

 
 

Diagram 11: Proposed Flat 7, 8, 9 & 10 
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Works to create flat seven will include blocking up of the existing doorways, as well as 

constructing a wet room within the new bedroom. Access into this unit will be gained 

from the existing door next to the proposed maintenance store room. The single 

window on the northern elevation of proposed flat eight will be removed, and 

replaced with a single door. Internal walls within this section will be demolished, with 

a new internal walls constructed to allow a convenient layout for the bedroom and 

wet-room, which will take advantage of the existing window on the eastern elevation. 

The existing window on the eastern elevation, within flat nine will be repositioned to 

accommodate the entrance into the unit. The proposed bedroom and wet-room 

requires no modifications to the existing walls. Finally, the existing toilet and 

bathroom walls will be demolished to form the open planned kitchen, dining, lounge 

area, and new wall constructed to form the bedroom. The wet room will use the 

existing room, next to the entrance of this unit. The existing bathroom and toilet 

windows will be removed and replaced with larger ones. 

 

Diagram 12: Drainage Layout 

 
 

Diagram 13: Site Plan 

 


