Whales around St Helena - How to approach a whale ‘\ h (ll C S ‘,IL (')ll) h 1 11 S

“ﬂ. Humpback Whale ‘W not cause a whale to change directionor St H C 1 C 11 (l

the speed of its travel.

(Megaptera novaeangliae )
oy

vessel must not disperse a group of whales.

e i a vessel come  closer than 1¢
e place it’s motor in neutral or mo

than 5 knots away : fl: the whale ur
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How you can help .

There is an on going Marine Sightings
» Scheme in place on St Helena and you can
f = help!!
Whenever you see a whale or dolphin, just give
us a call.

thﬁr calves Qulte often mother and calf can be «
seéen passing James Bay throughout the perlod &
of time that they are here™ e X &>

Tel: 22270

or email: marine@enrd.gov.sh St Helen a h as re Si d ent
Just remember the following details: o . 4
Time, Location, Number, Type/Species, p Op u.latlons Of dO lp hlnsz
Date, any other information. ex_l) erence thelr acro b atic
gmember a good picture can help with displays and marvel at our

seasonal visitors the
humpback whales
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Dolphlns around St Helena
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Cetaceans

- Whales d(;li)hin-s and Qprpmses are Pantroplcal spotted dolphin
marine mammals collec“ely known* as (Stenella attenuate) :
cetaceans. . . ‘ e A small dolphin with a white tipped beak. It’s body is dark grey on top _=

ind lighter underneath.
ocally this is called a “porpoise” and is the most commonly seen | &
dolphin around the island.
e They are common in the Long Ledge area in the morning where a a7 '
roup of around 200-300 (including calves) can be observed. i Adult length: 1.7—2.4 meters
doing

" There are 80 species 'recognised V\%l
They range in size from tlgr dolphins just ove
"w‘ a metre in length to the blue wh w&'e
." _ typically 25m long. y 3
Feeding and breathlng ; -

\‘ 3

ﬁantropical spotted dolphins are very athletic cetaceans, Adult weight: 90—115 Kg

spectacular aerial displays when observed from boat or land.
en though they are called pantropical spotted dolphins St Helena's . — =

[

- Cetaceans have two classifications whic

htoothed and baleens, Toothed cetaceans

teeth for catching 1!ar1 life. They do

4 _ chew, but swallow y whole. Bale ; ‘_ Bottlenose dolphin
"' _ cetaceans filter small animals such as krill. = 3 (Tursiops truncates)

Both dolphins and whales coqe to the surfa Sal

toinhale oxygen.

e Locally this is called “angerline” or “cow porpoise”.
o These are large grey dolphins with a robust body and a short to medium
length beak that resembles a bottle, hence the naming of the species.
= , :  Bottlenose dolphins around St Helena are most often seen in small
N pantsopical sDEEEEC groups of 15-20 but can be encountered in larger pods of 30-40. _
3\1]13 1 rough-toothed i ‘;ﬂ : P A gth: .9meters o They are often seen in amongst the rough-toothed dolphins as a mixed
ales are seen seaso The < S , A du] eig 50 pod %
all TUCN red-listed and are prot ] : B ‘ s . Throughout the winter months (July-September), - the bottlenose
CITIES. » S . ' At . dolphins are commonly seen in James Bay chasing flying fish into the g
e - : + Front Steps. -y

.-

-. ‘ ,
St Helena have resident popu

“ Both dolphins and
vantage points along -
Most frequently seen: ozl'ts

~Rough-toot,hed dolphln Bt
(Steno brea anensm - x

Lémon Valley. - " i ’ A o O
: 1 . . . € led : rouad St t Helena mm‘goog S
In recent times therClaleISgNicCo1g SR phin has a very distinctive sloped head with 2 “lips” and "= -

cetaceans -which~include: " dwarf ‘o B yellowish white or pinkish white blotches on its body. s
sperm whales, Blainville’s. beaked = whal eg,u e Usually found in small pods of 10-20, but can be encountered in larger it
sperm whales, Brydes and/or Sei whales. pods of 30-40. Adult length: 2.1—2.6 meters &

 « They are sometimes encountered amongst the bottlenose dolphins. >
Enjoy St Helena’s charismatic mega-fauma. - | < S : w Adult weight: 100-150 Kg
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