
JAMESTOWN

A VISION FOR 2020



FOREWORD 
Jamestown is at a key point in its growth and development. With the arrival of Air Access to St Helena, 
and the shift of cargo and freight operations to Rupert’s Bay over the next 4 years, Jamestown needs to 

Jamestown has to recognise that the changes to access to the Island will lead to opportunities within the 

Stuart Planner
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VISIONING: 
PURPOSE 

AND 
PROCESS

St Helena is a at a pivotal point in its history with 
the arrival of Air Access to St Helena, and the shift 

of cargo and freight operations to Rupert’s Bay 

Jamestown has to recognise that the changes to 

access to the Island will lead to opportunities 

environment must be addressed and opportunities 

This vision document is intended as a discussion 

document which will then lead into a consultation 
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ECONOMIC IMPERATIVE: 
THE CASE FOR CHANGE

This vision document sets out a comprehensive 

programme of proposals and improvements that 
will transform the prospects for Jamestown over 

the next ten years or so. This will involve periods 
both prior to and post airport opening.

Current evidence is that there is modest private 

Jamestown has entered a period in its development 
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JAMESTOWN: CONTEXT 
AND PURPOSE
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The City of 

James Town, the 
heart of St 

Helena with an 
intricate 

relationship with 

the sea



St Helena Gateway 
Jamestown is currently the Gateway to St 

Helena with all shipping  and access 
coming through one point.

The Sea  
Jamestown has an intricate relationship 

with the sea, with shipping operations on 
the Wharf, passenger operations, and a 

Government 
Jamestown has been at the heart of 

Government on St Helena, with the 
Castle acting  as the main administrative 

centre of power.
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Military Presence
Jamestown is a garrison town, with 

former barracks, parade squares and 
defensive positions readable in the 

streetscape

Georgian  
Main Street still exhibits one of the most 
complete Georgian streets in everyday 
mixed use in the world

Community 

cultural life, with events, parades, and 
announcements  taking place in the town
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JAMESTOWN: A VISION
Jamestown will be a successful, attractive and vibrant place for Saints and Visitors alike, being at the very 

centre of St Helena’s economic revival, providing a world class tourism experience within a sustainable 
economic climate, recognising and embracing the arrival of air access to St Helena.
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An Accessible Town 
Centre

its heart

around within the centre

Achieving High Quality 
Design and Development

For buildings and public spaces

buildings and sites

Based on Sustainable 
Development Principles

In transport and building design

Centre residents

and adaptable building design

Maintaining a Distinctive 
Character 

areas

public art

attractions

A World Class Tourism 
Destination

interpretation

Providing Saint and visitor access to the historical 
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TRANSPORT: MOVEMENT 
AND PARKING

between pedestrian and street scene, and embracing alternative means of transport.

Jamestown space is given over to on and 

pinch point wi th in what i s the 

m o t o r v e h i c l e a n d p e d e s t r i a n 

acknowledgement that private vehicles 

realm areas so as to maintain the 
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Main Street, 

currently 
dominated by 

the motor car to 
the detriment of 
the street scene



Over arching aims

Improve and upgrade pedestrian routes into the 

points around the town centre 

Main proposals for 
walking

A new pedestrian link between Jamestown 

the town

Lower Jamestown

pavements in the Bridge area

Main public transport 
proposals

the Canister

bus stops

elements 

bridging the run

Street

Sidepath past the Standard coming down Nose 

Street
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New pedestrian link 
across the Run



Car parking proposals

Street
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Town Walks

standardised signage and interpretation along  each 

Proposed Walks
Sisters Walk:

The Run: a restoration and improvement 

Jamestown

Castle Gardens to the Museum: re-instating the 

Jamestown Community Centre to Market Street: 

over the run

Mundens / Rupert’s: improvement and restoration 

Alternative Connections

16 / 70

Jam
estow

n Vision 2020



PUBLIC REALM: A HIGH 
QUALITY ENVIRONMENT

The ‘public realm’ – the spaces around and between buildings including streets, squares and parks – has a 
major part to play in the character, attractiveness and success of any town. It is also important in 

encouraging sustainable modes of travel such as walking, cycling and public transport.
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Artistic views:

1. The Bridge area including the Market

2. Grand Parade

  



The Importance of 
Public Realm

Jamestown’s Public 
Spaces

possess an obvious and distinguished architectural 

interesting and distinctive town and this is due in 

to improve the public realm along this important 

Key Public Realm 
Issues

will have to be made in parallel with the 

development opportunities that have been 

interconnected public spaces including  the 

Improve the space on the Bridge between the 

General Design 
Principles for the 

Public Realm

also recognises opportunities to create a number 

These additions to the public realm will support 

18 / 70

Jam
estow

n Vision 2020



creating new spaces and routes which respond 

Frontages to the public realm should be 

within the Town Centre is protected and 

planting and landscaping appropriate to the 

to vandalism and access to underground 

Together these improvements will enhance the 

and pedestrian priorities can be addressed through 
parking provision which is better integrated into 

the streetscape to ensure a co-ordinated design 
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materials in the Town and complement building 

This visioning document provides public realm 

The Wharf: creating  a true promenade space on 

Grand Parade:

Main Street:

provide an open street scene to highlight the 
historic Georgian architecture

The Bridge: putting the pedestrian back in 

buildings surrounding the bridge

Public Park to south of Brewery Yard: the 

park

Design Palate

across all the spaces that make up the public 

treatments is needed which integrates the whole 
public environment and signals in design terms 

A cohesive design scheme can utilise a common 

planting appropriate to the location to create well 

The public realm works will include the 

spaces as well as enhancing  local character and 
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URBAN DESIGN:GUIDING 
PRINCIPLES

New development must be sympathetically designed to ensure that it builds on the distinctive character 
and sense of place within Jamestown, and protects environmental assets wherever possible.
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This Section sets out guidance on the design of the 

built form within Jamestown and needs to be read 
alongside the previous section which provides 

guidance on design within the Public Realm. 

This document envisages new development of the 
highest quality in terms of architecture and the 

quality of the public realm. New development 
must be sympathetically designed to ensure that it 

builds on the distinctive character and sense of 
place within the Town, and protects environmental 
assets wherever possible. Best practice in the 

sustainability in built development is encouraged.

adhere to the principles set out in the Conservation 

Furthermore we envisage that the Planning  Board 

the statements applicants should demonstrate a 
clear understanding and sensitive response to the 

places are identical and there is no such thing as a 

to the Planning  Board that the guiding design 
principles set out within this document have been 

The Character of 
Jamestown

this regard care needs to be taken to ensure that 
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Another characteristic which will change is the 

The wharf

A cultural quarter:

the Castle

A tourism accommodation sector: comprising 

down to the Terrace

A retail heart:

 being the area 

Distinctiveness – A town 
with its own identity

In promoting  and protecting local distinctiveness 

development proposals within the Town should 

New development should respect the historic 

and grain where this has been lost should be 

should be respected and development should 
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ground level is as active and interesting as 

avoid a lop-sided appearance in the new building 

Developments should be designed to have 

entrances and windows etc) and must maintain 

Continuity and Enclosure 
– a town centre where 

public and private 
spaces are clearly 

distinguished

building  line can be used to add emphasis but the 

rooms) which overlook these routes in order to 
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Legibility – A place that 
has a clear image and is 

easy to understand

have visual connections that knit together the 

warehousing  and wholesaling operations are 

views and vistas that will contribute to the 

Development at strategic corners should 

Adaptability – A place 
that can change easily

This includes ensuring that buildings and spaces 

New development should incorporate adaptable 
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Residential development should provide the 

create additional bedrooms should be considered 

Diversity of Uses – A 
town of variety and 

choice

presumption that uses will tend to migrate towards 

uses that contribute to the economic and social 

Large residential development proposals should 

that it steps up or down to its neighbour 

A Sustainable Place

sustainable construction and design to reduce the 
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Incorporating  measures to reduce water demand 

Adopting  best practice in dealing with 
construction and demolition site waste including 

Reducing  air pollution the ensuring  acceptable 
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KEY DEVELOPMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES 

With changes to the function of Jamestown, the shift of functions to other areas of the Island, and the need 
to embrace change, this gives rise to a number of key development opportunities.
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THE WHARF 
With the relocation of shipping  activities to Rupert’s Bay post air access this allows for the Wharf to be 
considered for alternative uses, utilizing the heritage buildings existing  on the Wharf and embracing the 
new found opportunity for leisure uses to enjoy better sea access.
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A development 

of sensitive re-
use of existing 

structures and 
complementing 

with 

architectural 
excellence to 

provide a mix of 
uses to create a 
vibrant leisure / 

tourism complex 
with both day 

and night time 
uses



or red stone rubble or coursed red stone blocks and 
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MUNDENS 
The Mundens Complex  occupies one of the most prominent locations in St Helena, with a commanding 

view over the sea with a 180 degree aspect. It offers opportunities to create world class leisure based 
businesses with an intimate relationship with the sea.
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Set between 

James and 
Ruperts Bay, 

Mundens has 
seen centuries 

of development 

activity overlaid 
as its continued 

to bolster its 
defensive 

position
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THE CASTLE COMPLEX
Built in 1659 the Castle, originally James fort, was developed as part of the defensive lines to Jamestown 
and become the Governors residence. Now the home of the main Government administration functions 

the complex offers a unique opportunity to provide tourism related accommodation and activities.
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The Castle and 

rear PWD Yard 
area as viewed 

from Ladder 
Hill.



than the main Castle according to current 
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courtyard

1.

pedestiran access 
visible from entranc 
earch on main square

new connection 
through to mundens 
battery access roadpotentila link to 

harbour pier

restaurant spill 
out area

reduce parking 
in square



7.6 PWD Yard Program

ho
te

l /
 g

ym
 re

ce
pt

io
n gym

hotel store

cafe 
collonade

retail / night 
market

cafe

retail / night market

ACCESS

COURTYARD

ENTRANCE
hotel & gym

ACCESS FROM 
POOL AREA

4 no hotel rooms

store / plant / admin

spa

plant

lobby

Ground Floor

Basement

access to 
fortifications
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4 no hotel rooms

maids store

7 no hotel rooms

2 no staff purpose rooms

2 no hotel rooms

restaurant

hotel staff

First Floor Second Floor

ro
of



1,2,3 MAIN STREET 

alterations and modern replacement 

Being within Lower Jamestown there is a 
presumption that the re-use wil l 

hotel which can be accommodated on 
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1,2,3 Main 

Street as part of 
the Georgian 

street scene 
within 

Jamestown
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GRAND PARADE SOUTH: 
PRISON, OGBORN, AND 

RICKMERS BUILDINGS
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A complex of 

three linked and 
interlinked 

buildings 
fronting the 

Grand Parade



to develop new uses in this 

police station opposite will 

enhance the deve lopment 

The Rickmers building  makes up 

This substantial stone structure is 

short term until a replacement is 

The Rickmers building was once 

a hotel and a reversion to this 

prisons being converted to hotel 

prominent position on Grand 

to contribute to the public realm 
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GRAND PARADE NORTH 
MUSEUM AND PWD STORE
A key strand of the Sustainable Development  Plan for St Helena is  the strengthening of community life 

and the enhancement of education on the Island. The PWD store offers a unique opportunity to enhance 

the education offering by creating a modern library facility for the Island.

The move of the library to the PWD 

store, and the development of this 
alongside a re-modeling of the museum, 
wil l see an enhancement of the 

home for the archives can be provided, 

with access then available in a controlled 

records.

46 / 70

Jam
estow

n Vision 2020

Lying vacant for 

a number of 
years the PWD 

store now 
provides an 

opportunity for 

an enhanced 
library provision 

for the Island.







The development proposals as 

drawn seek to utilise space 

be accommodated elsewhere into 
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WAREHOUSE SITES: 
HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES

The relocation of warehousing operations to Ruperts Bay opens up opportunities within the town for other 
uses, including residential units for the local population, bringing people back into the heart of town.

50 / 70

Jam
estow

n Vision 2020




































            




 

     

















 

















Lower Jamestown has seen a 
r e m a r k a b l e r e d u c t i o n i n 

more houses within the lower 

will enable designers to consider 

resident population to provide 

work hours Lower Jamestown has 

The sites to be made available are 

operations have been relocated 

51 / 70

Jam
estow

n Vision 2020



CASTLE GARDEN SOUTH 
An important group of buildings and sites which face onto both Main Street and Castle Gardens, which 
together provide an opportunity to contribute to the social, cultural and economic good of Jamestown

create a new cultural and arts centre 

redeve loped to complement the 

a re-vamped restaurant and bar at Annes 

The Land Development Control Plan is 
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Such a development would also allow the public 

realm within Castle Gardens to be enhanced 
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THE BRIDGE 
The heart of the retailing community is found at the Bridge, with the Market acting as a  focus of activity , 

and the opportunity to enhance the offering through the development of a new bank, the refurbishment of 
Greenlands and Cafe St Helena, and the creation of new public space.
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encompassing the needs to review transport 

Jamestown’s historic Market is situated at the 
Junction of Main Street and Market Street within 

Jamestown, dominating  the West Side of the 
‘Bridge’, a bustling junction.

This Vision Document proposes to restore the 

“Prefabricated cast iron building by Gwynne & Co. 
Doric columns and entablature (unorthodox) with 

to the smaller.
A very attractive example of an early cast iron 

technology, imported after the termite attack. 
Curious gutter brackets (or roof supports) not being 
used as intended. Iron trussed roof does not appear 
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stairs up void over 
ground

restaurant 

  
  

  

   

   

 

 
 

 

        

          

         

       

 

 

  

  

   
   

  

 

 

        

       

  

  



elevation appears to have changed little between 

Following its conversion it became apparent that an 

the current translucent corrugated cladding  was 

the rear store

Opening  up the market to pedestrian movement 

to set a new building inside the Grade I listed 

both inside and outside the market

the barrows can be combined or retailed 

retail storage
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the new installation 
sits off the Grade I 
Listed structure. 
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markets or the 
Governor Elliot. 



Greenlands, the former supermarket building, lies 

opposite the market and has just as important 
position within the street scene at the bridge.

                  

 

   

to the proposed new public realm works to be 

58 / 70

Jam
estow

n Vision 2020



The vacant site behind the Canister is an anomaly 

within what is generally a coherent street scene. 

                  

                      

               

This contrasts with the current site where street 

                  

 

   

The LDCP guides that development along 

building  lines and provide the bank with a high 

accommodated through the new car park 
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stoop into Greenlands to respond to the change 
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MID-JAMESTOWN 
OFFICE PARK 

The potential for the  relocation of the Primary School from the Pilling School site as a result of the 
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The extent of the 

encompasses 

the Pilling 
School complex, 

the Education 

Learning Centre, 
the AVEC site, 

and the Haven



The Pilling School site, 
formally the Jamestown 

Company, dates back to 1830, 
and was converted to a school in 

1941. Surrounding this site are other education 
and government uses, including the Adult and 

Vocational Education Centre (AVEC), the 

former Haven.

enabling development as envisaged in this Vision 

The main Pilling  School building  is a robust 

In considering  such a use it is important to 

A Grande civic entrance and building

Visual status

Clear separation between government activities 

realm
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stepped entrance stairs into the barracks block - 

windows are broken down to ground - allow 
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potential for meeting  
/ admin / conference 
room 

MARKET STREET

2

6

3

3

5

reception / 
guardhouse

staff 
parking
access

VIP / visitor  
parking
access

visitor
access

connection 
to run 

  



The lower portion of the Pilling site, current 

location of the Education Directorate, could be 
used for residential accommodation, adding  to the 

housing stock in the town.

The approach taken has been to provide a modern 
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IMPLEMENTATION 
Jamestown, and wider St Helena. It will assist in prioritization exercises and direct public policy.

simpler and can be delivered more 

such as the link road and public transport 

and to start the debate on creating  the 

encourage these private interests to 

these private interests in order to promote 

The design guidelines and principles set 

Costs and Funding

view are those related to public 

bu t t he se a r e unde r t a ken on a 

c r e a t i n g v a l u e a n d g e n e r a t i n g 

sector investment will be crucial in 

developers and consortiums to ensure 
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Public Sector Funding

their respective capital programmes 

will need to be sustained over the 

m e d i u m t e r m t o e n s u r e t h e 

investment can also be used as the basis 

improvements proposed in the town 

Developer Contributions

To ensure that development in Jamestown 

impact on the environment and on the 

seek to enter into legal agreements with 

P u b l i c t r a n s p o r t s e r v i c e s a n d 

In certain circumstances development 
c o u l d t a k e p l a c e t h r o u g h n e w 

through long term lease arrangements) 

Land Ownership

deliver the programme set out in this 

Utilities and 
Infrastructure
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servicing the proposals set out in this 

continue to liaise with providers to ensure 

Marketing

and the opportunities available within 

component in attracting investment and 

and its tourism and development 

Key Development 
Sites and Public 

Realm Proposals

realm improvements set out in this 

landowners and other agencies to deliver 

appointed to oversee and deliver the 

Assessing Other 
Development 

Proposals
The Planning Board will continue to deal 

that this vision document will got through 
to consultation with a view to developing 

will use such as a material consideration 
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